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HOW CATS MADE IT TO THE STAGE
38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.On the morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who saluted him and
came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his yesterday's case and he told
him how he had fared, saying, 'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me and
rolled me up in the rug. The man entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as he were a madman, going up and
coming down. Then he went his way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her husband's;
and behold, I am going to her.'.When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this.
Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass
ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an
exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought
her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode
with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each
other. If he accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had
said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God
the Most High shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".The company marvelled at the
goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth
officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this
and stranger..The Fifteenth Night of the Month..There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her
husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a
maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..The folk took compassion on him and gave
him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told
them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and
hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King
Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them,
saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They
laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?'
Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O
youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a
brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik
Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in
this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case.
Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army,
despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his
army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy
took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil
plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..Envy and Malice, Of, i. 125..When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and
bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.?
? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted were we since ye bade us adieu..? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.When King
Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor
dlvi.Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my
desires my reason still gainsay..There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer
than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the
daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but
he bore with her, for kinship's sake..The news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy
commandment and we have power over her; so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father
hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's
father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have
patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince
waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to
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stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what lacked of the dowry]..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL
MILAH. (1).So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog
would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I
purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at
day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and
when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the
tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of labour took her in the
mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled
off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in that place], what while she gave him suck till the
morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us; so methinks we were
better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So they wept over him exceeding sore and left
him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting their horses, departed,
fleeing..The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the
[God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..When
the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and
made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and
pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one
bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his
brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his
own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he
called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not
exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink,
or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..11. The Hermits cxlviii.Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek,
go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of
Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with
four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city;
and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth
his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with
["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden him..? ? ? ? ?
Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136)
that doth bear..By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).No
good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the
Thieves dccccxx.Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but
dole thou didst anticipate!.Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with
himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif
advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es
Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is
told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the
Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down
thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness
and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of
thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this
inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will
deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a
ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with
gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A
MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".43.
The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would
humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state,
took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when
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he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet him, received him with all worship and
hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them
carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats
and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese
and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they
ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in
order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds
and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before him a score of
damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to delight..There
was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and
loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was
in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral
instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..82. The Ignorant Man who set up
for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?"
The king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.? ? ? ? ? For
indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..? ? ? ? ? How long
shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.On like wise, O king,"
continued the youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth
against me.".She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast was
straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission
of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a
goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be
the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father saw her on this wise of
loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all manner of
tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and all of them desired to look
upon her..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast
ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou
in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..So the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived
the affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the
turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she
took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the
turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop
and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest
thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the
turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I
know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of
the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them]
towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him
to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son,
whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him
his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his
room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk
dcxiii.Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and
sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed
children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself
in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this
story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr
Basim of Persia iccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.And indeed, O
my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And
who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him,
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coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan
came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came
in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in
the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, She shines in a
dress of the hue of pomegranate flower..Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife,
acquainted her with his case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven
hundred dirhems, and named to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had
broken; so she let the thief go his way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O
indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to
discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the
story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me
gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of
our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and the nights to
transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the
Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might
assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine,
praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..When the evening evened, the king summoned
his vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him,
saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and
but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in
prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When
Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward, (74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him,
saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and
they wheeled about a long while..61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.Meinsoun drank off his cup and
said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels
worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she
laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and
after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup
and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the
following verses:.When her people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also,
doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the
day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to
him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a
man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told
him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went
along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she
saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I
saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah,"
answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath
confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By
Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have known thee from childhood.".So, when they had made an end of eating
and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of
loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them
kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray
and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to
this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and
taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my
night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old
man, and became his guest..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.At this I trembled
and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or
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otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have
no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last;
whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there
betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my
letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and
courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his commandment.Endowed with amorous grace past
any else am I, ii 253..When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this
story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into
the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast
awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in
the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the
mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him
down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker
let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his
beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of
the pit and went away..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard
their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he
thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and
bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over
them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the
Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that
which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him
with his family..Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and
swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with
her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her,
laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to
contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest,"
rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old
woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at
him and at his speech and wept..Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of
speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and
anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of
fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and
upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the
king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant
anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and
entreated me with the utmost kindness..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with
trouble and affright..The Thirteenth Night of the Month..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou
knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls,
and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with
Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom
was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw
eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who
hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from
first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning
may not be hidden.'.When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the
burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and
said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while
he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously
and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird
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and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er
disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the
heart, what leach can make it whole?.65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to
his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom
he had brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her,
'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O
king!' answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her
with her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken
prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them;
and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his
Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I
desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth,
the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.All this while, Selim
lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles
waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much
suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a
jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the
old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he
recovered from his malady..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so
wonder-clear..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank
it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a
truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed,
O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to
him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand
and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..Omar ben Abdulaziz and the
Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince
mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the
harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and
awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy
slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy
boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the
mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of
the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond,
who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching
him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water,
and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what
was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the
taste of sleep and its delight,.? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and despair..They tell that
El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after
nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and
on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye
transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am
the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in
their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and
engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his
son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by
[hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The
king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave
him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their
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country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his
daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied
themselves with the affair of the damsel..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold
water and more sweet..Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by
him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast
not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed
woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him,
'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be
admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not
escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for
whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums
of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of
the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and
the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching
that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and
indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and
he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou
wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the market and
collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..When El Abbas heard these
words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in
company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be
the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind
them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down
upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight,
she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the
ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".166. Aboulhusn of
Khorassan dcccclix.Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee; but do thou not exclude from us those who are
present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and that which is incumbent on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we
will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in
speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my
son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and how he beareth himself in
the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for
Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth of the folk, I will marry her to him.".When the
king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house
and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].On this wise they did three times, and every time
[he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest
thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!'
Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night
[there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235)
Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".When the vizier returned to the king,
the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere,
indeed, an exile I had been, Lone and deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in
Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and
said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and
changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy
subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept till she
swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er Reshid said to
her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful," answered she, "there is
no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles,
if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and recited
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the following verses:.115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide; Of thee and of thy love
enough have I abyed..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear
ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.? ? ? ?
? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere.One day, as I stood in my
shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was
illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her
words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come
again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire
flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and
courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's
house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..115. The
Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out
concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason
of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he
consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought
out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they
adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the
folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he
prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his back..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her
charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving
cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his
heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode
enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to
the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said
Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the
Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy
composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be
content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses
(257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her
father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned.
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