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? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..When the king heard

these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed

forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas;

whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his

commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more

than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the

inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the

glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the

thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with us.' Whereupon

the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt have assurance

from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a nurse to rear me,

and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God

vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he

cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..The

Eighth Day..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and

heat..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money

and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great;

wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season

of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions;

and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the

pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put

to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips;

brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..Vizier Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and his, i.

215..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught;

wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited

strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed

for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only

carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with

him to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just

high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending

nor the last of our delight!.Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her

face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee

and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O

accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn

is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and

said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in

his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by

his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so

we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither, that I might tell you the news.".Khorassan, his Son

and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading

therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door

covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle

and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the

treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he

loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the

mouth of the pit and went away..?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..When she had made an end of her verses, she

considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and

this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk
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and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she

took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to

lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year,

and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the

folk were lavish in her praise..? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did

enshrine..King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..99. The History of Gherib and his brother Agib dcxcviii."Know, O my lord,"

answered she, "that I am a maiden oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth

not that thou wear rich clothes; for thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man,

having wealth galore, [and saith not on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to

marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in

his time and lacking nothing of the goods of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she

replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".El Abbas from Akil

his stead is come again, iii. 108..King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and

the Serpent dcccciii.So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the

damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all

the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and

pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our

uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though

thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst

them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but

out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.? ? ? ? ? Raiment of silk

and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.22. El Hejjaj and the three Young Mem

ccccxxxiv.Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el

Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win

thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young

Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three

days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my

lodging and make excuse to him for me.".Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i.

57..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray,

wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh,

sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.So each of them fared on with that

which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of

travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er

Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they

agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other

farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that

he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met

in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and

other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with

mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining

and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh

Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and

among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his

arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for

this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man

who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold

set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the

magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of

Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden

among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the
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pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find

her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King and

the Devout Man cccclxii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with

light,.? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..So,

when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men

and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth

they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do

with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my

brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to

her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned

her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two

Sharpers clii.When the morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two of his

black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a woman

[yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little orphans,

(96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's

presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by

his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed

the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord

with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles

of silver so white..Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning

it, sang the following verses:.Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell because

the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with good!)

thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance. How

excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea,

I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may

speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT AND

HIS SON. (94).? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..? ? ? ? ? i. King

Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they

ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am

perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my

brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him,

"By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and

drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..63. The Lovers of the Benou

Udhreh ccclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may

abate.".? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me

divide..ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..When in the sitting-chamber

we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents

galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him

draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set

out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over

them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises

and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more

extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".A white one, from her sheath of tresses now

laid bare, ii. 291..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the

Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none

guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him,

whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are

with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai

(172) looked at him and said,.The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed

him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then
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he repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and

went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate,

he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..When King Shehriyar heard

his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath

brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains and notables, and they married the two brothers to the

two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city

was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and

the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made

bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my

wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my

own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his

own house..As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number

forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi

exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness

the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and

we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in

his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said

to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of

my mother's brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".Abou Sabir, Story of, i.

90..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said,

'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and

country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself,

she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on

them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without

recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..When Galen heard this, he ordered

the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of

physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him

return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his

fellow.".The Sixteenth Night of the Month..?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO

HIM..?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father

brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of

herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of

the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him

confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him

concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her.

So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to

whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be

He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as

with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..[Then they went

up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of

Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came

not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the

young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her

brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her

brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down.

However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and

Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her;

wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen

conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than

whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking
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forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father

saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and

philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and

all of them desired to look upon her..?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE

KNEW NOT..For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah,

thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them;

and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the

lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts

would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and

required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.Then

said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and

bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.?

? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.28. Hatim Tai; his

Generosity after Death dxxxi.Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of

this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a

merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine

and ditties still to hear?.? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.King's Daughter of Baghdad,

El Abbas and the, iii. 53..The Eight Night of the Month.King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.?

? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE BRESLAU (TUNIS)EDITION OF THE

ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the

book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the

fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were

responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and

the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not,

however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of

my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition,

which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain

Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation

and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's

head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of

lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with

the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of

the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan

to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the

apartment lighted and the girls singing..Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with

us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case.

Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with

them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine

fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst

I took the head and made for the river..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came

the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and

knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to

God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When

the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose

and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered

he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his

voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for

thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the

trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their

flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent
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procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and

bring forth all who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and

silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport,

for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? Now

God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.Old Woman, the

Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave

not over going round about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of

worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed]

food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting

a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats

and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and

Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy

face, My life is perished with desire straightway..When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called

for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him

and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath

sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was

never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith,

'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and

obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves

humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who

guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful,

God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the

dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el

Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of

his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which

men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his

story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who

will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of

calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto

him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.So Iblis drank off his cup, and when

he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her.

Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to

his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to

her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished

sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor

yet how dear.? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and more exalted

aye!.Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and

dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he

went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so

she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el

Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el

Khelia! For he is dead.".? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the

tent. (87).84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..When it was

eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.I am the

champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that which

remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man,

put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O

woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow

them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then

they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the
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village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and

the Mouse dcix.? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.Presently, up came the old woman,

whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the

houses and made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in

which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its

owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the

turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the

draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was

appeased. (60).? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember

me!".Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied

him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew

a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72)

and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger?

And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy

good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money

is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things

passing fine,.When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O

august king, that.? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.When they

had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him

with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should

betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were

sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on

his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and

viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons,

one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High

and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..? ? ? ? ? When from your land

the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had

seen, i. 50..9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.The woman who used to act as decoy for them

once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her for a day,

whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and the other carried her into the house by a door,

avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so

she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of blood-revenge

against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they, "We fear thy

denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy life.".Now the

lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall

live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away

the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and

rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of

this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest

to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How

long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought

against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I;

Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of estate,

endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord

vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a

lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the

picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in

a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of

body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that

they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me
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largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the

picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his former

lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings

thereof..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the

house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure,

so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up

to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed,

[in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!"

So they let him go and harmed him not..Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking

for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and

entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring

them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she

entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner

of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When

the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue

of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say

what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a

man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.?THE SECOND OFFICER'S

STORY.
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