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EL CHINO SIN ESFUERZO PARA PRINCIPIANTES
Before setting out from home, Joey had buckled his lap belt, but because of Agnes's condition, she hadn't engaged her own. She rammed against
the door, pain shot through her right shoulder, and she thought, Oh, Lord, the baby!.For eight nights thereafter, Agnes padded the floor with folded
blankets on both sides of the boy's bed, insurance against a middle-of-the-night fall. On the eighth morning, she discovered that Barty had returned
the blankets to the closet from which she'd gotten them. They were not jammed haphazardly on the shelves-the sure evidence of a child's work-but
were folded and stacked as neatly as Agnes herself would have stored them..Junior realized he was on the verge of babbling, and with an effort, he
silenced himself..The following April, when he proposed to her, she wouldn't have him. "You're sweet, Paul, but I can't let you throw your life
away on me. You're this ... this beautiful ship that will sail a long way, to fascinating places, and I'd only be your anchor.".Following a splendid
lunch, having just left the fourth gallery on his list and strolling toward the fifth, Junior didn't at once see the source of the quarters. Indeed, when
the first three rapid-fire coins hit the side of his face, he didn't even know what they were. Startled, he flinched and looked down as he heard them
ring off the sidewalk..Darker than water, another stain spread across the lap and down the legs of the pants. It was the color of port wine when
filtered through the gray fabric of the jogging suit, but even in her semi-delirious state, she knew that she was not the vessel for a miracle birth, was
not bringing forth a baby in a flush of wine, but in a gush of blood..By Friday morning, September 10, little more than forty-eight hours after the
shooting, he felt good and was in fine spirits..Among themselves, the authorities spoke more often than not in murmurs. Or perhaps Junior was too
distracted to hear them clearly..Neddy favored a quick greeting, two curt pumps, but Junior held fast after the handshake was over. He didn't grind
the musician's knuckles, nothing so crude, just held on pleasantly but firmly. His intention was to confuse and further rattle the man, taking
advantage of his obvious dislike of having his personal space encroached upon, in the hope that Neddy would reveal why he'd been watching
Junior so intently from across the room..NOLLY WULFSTAN, private detective, had the teeth of a god and a face so unfortunate that it argued
convincingly against the existence of a benign deity..Another thought: The young gallery employee would remember that Junior had asked after
Neddy and had followed him toward the men's room. He would provide a description, and because he was an art connoisseur, therefore visually
oriented, he'd most likely provide a good description, and what the police artist drew wouldn't be some cubist vision in the Picasso mode or a blurry
impressionistic sketch, but a portrait filled with vivid and realistic detail, like a Norman Rockwell painting, ensuring apprehension..If Junior were
weak-minded enough to succumb to madness, this was the moment when he should have fallen into an abyss of insanity. He heard an internal
cracking, felt a terrible splintering in his mind, but he held himself together with sheer willpower, remembering to breathe slowly and deeply..This
declaration was received seriously by Edom and Jacob, as if the devil often strolled the streets of Bright Beach and from time had been known to
snatch little babies from their mothers' and eat them with mustard..Awed, dropping to one knee before Barty, Tom fingered the sleeve of the boy's
shirt...."Don't worry," Celestina told him, "after what we've seen this past week, we're still with you.".faiths and inhibiting rules that confused
humanity, when he was sufficiently enlightened to believe only in himself, he would be able to trust his instincts, for they would be free of society's
toxic views, and he would be assured of success and happiness if always he followed these gut feelings.."Take care he doesn't turn your belt on you
with a spell!" said his uncle..The round table seated six, but they required only three chairs, because the two brainless friends were a pair of Angel's
dolls..After all he'd suffered at Cain's hands, Tom Vanadium surprised himself by laughing at these colorful accounts of the wife killer's
misadventures. Indeed, laughter had seemed disrespectful to the memories of Victoria Bressler and Naomi, and Vanadium had been torn between a
desire to hear more and a feeling that finding any amusement value in a man like Cain would leave a stain on the soul that no amount of penance
could scrub away..Having used his body as a clapper in the bell of the Dumpster, Junior had struck a loud reverberant note that tolled like a poorly
cast cathedral bell, echoing solemnly off the walls of the flanking buildings, back and forth through the fogbound night..Junior approached the
headstone from behind, circled it, and shone the flashlight on the chiseled facts:.The thorns had not been stripped from the long stem of the white
rose. Vanadium clutched it so tightly that the sharp points punctured his meaty palm. He seemed to be unaware of his wounds..Adding new growth
to his forest of frustration, Tom got up from the study desk, fetched the newspaper from the front doorstep, and went to the kitchen to make his
morning coffee. He boiled up a pot of strong brew and sat down at the knotty-pine table with a steaming mug full of black and sugarless
solace..Because he kept imagining the stealthy sounds of a dead cop rising in vengeance behind him, Junior switched on the radio. He tuned in a
station featuring a Top 40 countdown.."Well, the lab could detect abnormally high salt levels, but that wouldn't matter in court. He could say he ate
a lot of salty foods.".Although he found Magusson's face sufficiently disturbing that he avoided looking at it more than necessary, and though
Magusson's bulging eyes were so moist with bitterness and with need that they inspired nightmares, Junior shifted his gaze from his half-numb
hands to his attorney. "Luck? I lost my wife. And my unborn baby."."This is for Zelda," Junior said, ramming forward across the threshold with the
knife..Pulling herself up in the bed, peering at him suspiciously, she said, "You've gone and memorized old Emily.".Junior kept a file on each man,
nevertheless, in case instinct later told him that one of them was, in fact, his mortal enemy. He could have killed all of them, just to be safe, but a
multitude of dead Bartholomews, even spread over several jurisdictions, would sooner or later attract too much police attention..Her voice was soft,
almost a whisper, and charged with anxiety; but under other circumstances, it would have been sexy..After poring through enough sensational
newspaper accounts to be convinced that the curse-casting reverend was undeniably dead, Junior had acquired four pieces of surprising
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information. Three were of vital importance to him..Requital. Restitutional apology, which must have been learned in a law school where English
was the second language. Even atonement.."Wouldn't dream of asking you to make it a habit. Just this one time. If anguish, why not guilt?".She
continued: "When we don't allow ourselves to hope, we don't allow ourselves to have purpose. Without purpose, without meaning, life is dark.
We've no light within, and we're just living to die.".In abject misery, Junior lay waiting to go under the knife, more eager to be cut than he would
have thought possible only a few hours before. The mere promise of this surgery thrilled him more than all the sex that he'd ever enjoyed between
the age of thirteen and the Thursday just past..Into her fevered mind came an image of a milk-glass infant, as translucent as Joey at the back door of
the ambulance. Fearing that this vision meant her child would be stillborn, she said, My baby, but no sound escaped her..Not many men wore hats
these days. Since his teenage years, Nolly had favored a porkpie model. San Francisco was often chilly, and he began losing his hair when still
young..So burning with anger was he that his car, by direct thermal transmission from his hands upon the wheel, should have been glowing cherry
red in the January night, should have been scorching tunnels of clear dry air through the cold fog. Rancor, virulence, acrimony, vehemence: All
words learned for the purpose of self-improvement were useless to him now, because none adequately conveyed the merest minimum of his anger,
which swelled as vast and molten as the sun, far more formidable than his assiduously enhanced vocabulary..He either detected their
well-concealed surprise or assumed they would be curious as to why, in spite of extensive surgery, he still wore this Boris Karloff face..Nothing in
life was risk free, so he hesitated only a moment: at the foot of the porch steps before climbing them and knocking on the door..Celestina was
hardly more than a child herself, pretending to have the strong shoulders and the breadth of experience to bear this burden. She felt half
crushed.When he passed by his own lunch plate on the counter and again saw the quarter gleaming in the cheese, he spat out a curse..Soon
paramedics followed the police, who spread out through the apartment, and Junior relinquished his grip on the dishtowel.."When the Iroquois
Theater in Chicago burned on December 30, 1903" he said aloud, testing his memory, "during a matinee of Mr Blue Beard, six hundred two people
perished, mostly women and children.".The cop had unzipped the top of her jogging suit and pulled up the roomy T-shirt.He rewound the words,
played them again, but still the source of the threat eluded him. He was hearing them in his own voice, as if he had once read them in a book, but he
suspected that they had been spoken to him and that.Although the Rolex was expensive, Junior cared nothing about the monetary loss. He could
afford to buy an armful of Rolexes, and wear them from wrist to shoulder..The sight of her sister's blood and the persistence of the flow made
Celestina weak with apprehension. She was afraid she had done the wrong thing by delaying hospitalization..Friday night, he slept more soundly
than he'd slept since coming home from the pharmacy to discover Joshua Nunn and the paramedic in solemn silence at Perri's bedside. He didn't
dream of trekking across a wasteland, neither salt flats nor snow-whipped plains of ice, and when he woke in the morning, he felt rested in body,
mind, and soul.."Sure. Or why don't I pull a Rumpelstiltskin and demand one of her children for payment' ".As she commented on each
masterpiece, Frieda grew steadily less coherent. She had drunk a few cocktails, the better part of a bottle of Cabernet Sauvignon, and two
after-dinner brandies.."There's no clear evidence of birth defects, but a couple tests reveal some worrisome anomalies. We'll know when we see the
child.".Friday morning, Junior resigned his position as a physical therapist at the rehabilitation hospital. He expected to be able to live well off
interest and dividends for the rest of his life, because his tastes were modest..Rising from the chair and approaching the bed, the detective kept
turning the quarter without hesitation. "She was a very sweet girl. Very romantic. Her diary's full of rhapsodies about married life, about you. She
thought you were the finest man she'd ever known and the perfect husband.".The wife killer was evil; and his evil would be expressed one way or
another, regardless of the forces that affected his actions. If he'd not killed Naomi on the fire tower, he would have killed her elsewhere, when
another opportunity for enrichment presented itself. If Victoria hadn't become a victim, some other woman would have died instead. If Cain hadn't
become obsessed with the strange conviction that someone named Bartholomew might be the death of him, he would have filled his hollow heart
with an equally strange obsession that might have led him, anyway, to Celestina, but that would surely have brought violence down on someone
else if not on her..The dinner guest leaned back into the car, as though to retrieve something. Perhaps he, too, had been considerate enough to bring
a small gift for his hostess..Paul knelt on one knee beside her wheelchair. "This momentous day, Agnes. This momentous day, with all of its
beginnings. Hmmm?".When Agnes turned her head and saw Maria Elena Gonzalez, she thought she must be dreaming again..Frequently, these
days, she found herself explaining aspects of life to Barty that she hadn't expected to discuss for years to come. She wondered how she could make
him understand this: Life can be so sweet, so full, that sometimes happiness is nearly as intense as anguish, and the pressure of it in the heart swells
close to pain..Alone again with Wally, Celestina said, "They told me that once you regained consciousness, I can only visit ten minutes at a time,
and not that often, either.".His daughter, his affliction, his millstone, granddaughter of the boil-giving voodoo Baptist ....folded over his too-tight
shirt collar, and with a second chin more prominent than.The mortician and his assistant had nearly finished dismantling the frame of the winch.
Soon a worker would close the hole..Dishes dried and put away, Jacob retired to the living room and settled contentedly into an armchair, where he
would probably become so enthralled with his new book of dam disasters that he would forget to make luncheon sandwiches until Barty and Angel
rescued him from the flooded streets of some dismally unfortunate town..The walk-in closet, which Vanadium next explored, contained fewer
clothes than he expected. Only half the rod space was being used. A lot of empty hangers rang softly, eerily against one another as he conducted a
casual examination of Cain's wardrobe..Vanadium arrived and stood beside Junior. His black suit was cheap, but it fit better than Rudy's..The
funeral director and his assistant were the only people, other than Junior, remaining at the grave. They asked if they might lower the casket or if he
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would rather that they wait until he was gone..In each savings account, he deposited five hundred dollars in cash. He tucked twenty thousand in
crisp new bills into each safe-deposit box..Those spike-sharp eyes, - tenpenny gray, nailed Junior to the bed, pinning him for scrutiny..Choking
fumes, blinding soot. A licking heat told him that slithering fire had followed the smoke up the stairs and now coiled perilously close in the
murk..The blocking dresser, which doubled as a vanity, was surmounted by a mirror. One bullet drilled through the plywood backing, made a
spider-web puzzle of the silvered glass, lodged in the wall above the bed-thwack-and kicked out a spray of plaster chips..He was a virile young
man, desired by many, and life was short. Poor Naomi, her lovely face and her look of shock still fresh in his memory, was a constant reminder of
how suddenly the end could come. No one was guaranteed tomorrow. Seize the day..He stepped into the house, quietly closed the front door, and
examined the bottle. The glass was thick, especially at the base, where a large punt--a deep indentation-encouraged sediment to gather along the
rim rather than across the entire bottom of the bottle. This design feature secondarily contributed to the strength of the container. Evidently he had
hit her with the bottom third of the bottle, which could most easily withstand the blow..After prying Junior out of the meditative position, Chicane
pushed him onto his back and vigorously--indeed, violently--massaged his thighs and calves. "Really bad muscle spasms," he explained..In regard
for Barty's tender age, Dr. Franklin Chan had arranged for Agnes to spend the night in her son's room, in the second bed, which currently wasn't
needed for a patient..This wasn't the same Enoch Cain whom Vanadium had known three years ago in Spruce Hills. That man had been utterly
ruthless but not a wild, raging animal, coldly determined but never obsessive. That Cain had been too calculating and too self-controlled to have
been swept into the emotional frenzy required to produce this blood graffiti and to act out the symbolic mutilation of Bartholomew with a knife..If
Junior had realized that they were driving only a block and a half, he wouldn't have followed them in the Mercedes. He would have gone the rest of
the way on foot. When he pulled to the curb again, a few car lengths behind the Buick, he wondered if he had been spotted..Even on good days,
when he wasn't hassled by the spirits of dead cops and wasn't prepping himself to commit murder, Junior sometimes grew uncomfortable in these
bustling crowds. This afternoon, he felt especially claustrophobic as he shouldered through the throng-and admittedly paranoid, too..In the brief
silence between cuts on the album, he heard the clink of the wineglass against the bottle of Merlot, as the visitor evidently gathered them from the
floor..Now, on his kitchenette table, two nights after Maria's reading, Jacob finished integrating the four decks as he had done Friday in the dining
room of the main house. His work completed, he sat for a while, staring at the stack of cards, hesitant to proceed..Bright though they were at all
times, Barty's Tiffany eyes shone brighter now with beams of North Pole magic. "Maybe I do feel it.".On the nightstand waited a glass of water on
a coaster and a pharmacy bottle containing several capsules of a potent painkiller..They introduced themselves as Knacker, Hisscus, and Nork, but
Junior didn't bother to associate names with faces, partly because the men were so alike in appearance and manner that their own mothers might
have had difficulty figuring out which of them to blame for never calling. Besides, he was still tired from his recent ramble through the
hospital-and unnerved by the thought of some baleful-eyed Bartholomew prowling the world in search of him..The following morning, he canceled
his German lessons. It was an impossible language. The words were enormously long..Had he ever thought he could get away with this? He must
have been delusional, temporarily mad..Agnes Lampion would enthrall them, for hers was a life of clear significance. That they seemed equally
interested in Paul's story, however, surprised him. Perhaps they were merely being kind, and yet with apparent fascination, they drew out of him so
many details of his long walks, of the places he had been and the reasons why, of his life with Perri..against his face, thorns gouging his skin,
piercing his lips. His father, oblivious of his own puncture wounds, trying to.He was Father Tom again, having recommitted to his vows three years
previous. At his request, the Church had assigned him as the chaplain of Pie Lady Services..Furthermore, fear of the unknown is a weakness also
because it humbles us. Humility, Caesar Zedd declares, is strictly for losers. For the purpose of social and financial advancement, we must pretend
to be humble-shuffle our feet and duck our heads and make self-deprecating remarks-because deceit is the currency of civilization. But if ever we
wallow in genuine humility, we will be no different from the mass of humanity, which Zedd calls "a sentimental sludge in love with failure and the
prospect of its own doom.".For half an hour he studied Barty's eyes with various devices and instruments. Thereafter, he arranged an immediate
appointment with an oncologist, as Joshua Nunn had predicted.."Maybe he could if he was able to lift it, but I couldn't throw a pig or an Oreo or
anything else into any other place. It's just not something I know how to do.".Edom observed, amazed, as Agnes chatted up their host, going from
Mr. Sepharad to Obadiah, from the doorstep to the living room, the pie delivered and accepted, coffee offered and served, the two of them pleased
and easy with each other, all in the time that it would have taken Edom himself to get up the nerve to cross the threshold and to think of something
interesting to say about the Galveston hurricane of 1900, in which six thousand had died..The dining table could accommodate six, and Agnes
instructed Maria to set two places on each of the long sides, leaving the ends unused. "It'll be cozier if we all sit across from one another."."I
should," Tom agreed, "but the point is this. . ." With the finesse of a magician, he allowed the salt shaker to slip out of the concealment of his palm,
and stood it beside the pepper. "This is also me.".She figured that she could stay home, devoting herself to Barty, for perhaps three years before she
would be wise to find work..Without the pillow, she wouldn't have been able to lift her head to look toward the back of the ambulance..He stepped
to the front door, which was framed by curtained side lights. He drew one of the curtains aside and peered out..Further preparation-the purchase of
gold coins and diamonds, the establishment of false identities-had to be delayed due to the hives. An hour short of dawn, Junior was awakened by a
fierce itching not limited to his phantom toe. His entire body, over every plane and into every crevice, prickled and tingled and burned as with
fever-and itched..Outside, he turned to look at the display windows. He expected to see the candlestick, supernaturally apparent only from this side
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of the glass, but it wasn't there. Throughout the autumn, Junior read book after book about ghosts, poltergeists, haunted houses, ghost ships,
s?ances, spirit rapping, spirit manifestation, spirit writing, spirit recording, trance speaking, conjuration, exorcism, astral projection, Ouija-board
revelation, and needlepoint..Celestina, standing next to Agnes, put an arm around her waist, as perhaps she had once been in the habit of doing with
her sister..Though she worried that reading would strain his eyes, worsening his condition, she recognized the irrationality of her fear. Muscles
don't atrophy from use, nor eyes wear out from too much seeing..The strange barrage of lightning, putting an end to the rain rather than initiating it,
had been a clue. The rapid clearing of the sky-indicating a stiff wind at high altitudes, while stillness prevailed at ground level-a sudden plunge in
the humidity, and an unseasonable warmth confirmed the coming catastrophe..In July, she went for a walk on the shore with Paul Damascus,
expecting to do a little beachcombing, to watch the comical scurrying crabs. Somewhere between the seashells and the crustaceans, however, he
asked her if she could ever love him..A flicker of complacency showed in Otters tired, battered young face. "No," he said. "I don't think anybody
can.".Maria arrived early, expecting to assist with final details in the kitchen. Though honored to be a guest, she wasn't able to stand by with a glass
of wine while preparations remained to be made..OUR LADY OF SORROWS, quiet and welcoming in the Bright Beach night, humble in
dimension, without groin vaults and grand columns and cavernous transepts, restrained in ornamentation, was as familiar to Maria Elena
Gonzalez--and as comforting-as her own home. God was everywhere in the world, but here in particular. Maria felt happier the instant she stepped
through the entrance door into the narthex.."Wally gave her tests. She's got an exceptional understanding of color, spatial relationships, and
geometric forms for a child her age. She may be a visual prodigy.".He raised the window in the kitchen and climbed outside, onto the landing of the
fire escape. Feeling like a high-roaming cousin to the Phantom of the Opera, bearing the requisite fearsome scars if not the unrequited love for a
soprano, Vanadium descended through the foggy night, down two flights of the switchback iron stairs to the kitchen at Cain's apartment..While the
horse and then the sheep grazed twelve months each, an H-bomb accidentally fell from a B-52 and was lost in the ocean, off Spain, for two months
before being located. Mao Tse-tung launched his Cultural Revolution, killing thirty million people to improve Chinese society. James Meredith,
civil rights activist, was wounded by gunfire during a march in Mississippi. In Chicago, Richard Speck murdered eight nurses in a row-house
dormitory, and a month later, Charles Whitman limbed a tower at the University of Texas, from which he shot and killed twelve people. Arthritis
forced Sandy Koufax, star pitcher for the Dodgers, to retire. Astronauts Grissom, White, and Chaffee died earthbound, in a flash fire that swept
their Apollo spacecraft during a full-scale launch simulation. Among the noted who traded fame for eternity were Walt Disney, Spencer Tracy,
saxophonist John Coltrane, writer Carson McCullers, Vivien Leigh, and Jayne Mansfield. Junior bought McCullers's The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter,
and though he didn't doubt that she was a fine writer, her work proved to be too weird for his taste. During these years, the world was rattled by
earthquakes, swept by hurricanes and typhoons, plagued by floods and droughts and politicians, ravaged by disease. And in Vietnam, hostilities
were still underway..Her strength was the strength of stones only in the sense that she felt as immovable as rock, yet she found the resources to
raise one arm, to place her left hand over Maria's bead-tangled fingers. "But the baby's dead.".At the top of the candlestick, the drip pan and the
socket were marked by a wine-red drizzle. The color of well-aged bloodstains.."And," Joshua cautioned, "you better prepare for a long day. I'm
pretty sure Dr. Chan will want to consult with an oncologist."."Well, maybe you're right," Bellini said somewhat acerbically, before departing, "but
then you've had the advantage of an illegal search, while I'm hampered by such niceties as warrants."."May 14, 1845, in Canton, China, a theater
fire killed sixteen hundred seventy. On December 8, 1863, a fire in the Church of La Compana, in Santiago, Chile, left two thousand five hundred
and one dead. One hundred fifty perished in a fire at a Paris charity bazaar: May 4, 1897. June 30, 1900, a dock fire in Hoboken, New Jersey, killed
three hundred twenty-six. . .".He got behind the wheel of the Studebaker, started the engine, did a hard 180-degree turn, using more lawn than
driveway, and cried out in terror when Vanadium moved noisily in the backseat..Fear of the unknown is a weakness, for it presumes dimensions to
life beyond human control. Zedd teaches that nothing is beyond our control, that nature is just a mindlessly grinding machine with no more
mysteries in it than we will find in applesauce..When she still didn't meet his stare, he seized her by the chin and tipped her head back..Junior
worried that he might not locate the correct Dumpster among the many. Yet he didn't switch on the flashlight, suspecting that he would be better
able to find his way if the conditions of darkness and fog were exactly as they had been earlier. In fact, this proved to be the case, and he instantly
recognized the hulking Dumpster when he came upon it..excited, shrieking. Branch to branch, the flapping of wings is leathery, demonic. The only
other sounds are the thud.Books were stacked high on a nearby table, favorite novels and volumes of verse, all of which Agnes had read before.
With time so limited, she preferred the comfort of the familiar to the possibility that new writers and new stories would fail to please. Paul read to
her often, as did Angel. Tom Vanadium sat with her, too, as did Celestina and Grace..Standing over the body, he squeezed off the last three shots.
Finished, he detested guns more than ever.."One of the four legs of the tower is dangerously fractured where it's seated into the underlying
foundation caisson-"."You can't take much of anything by mouth for a few hours yet," said the nurse. "Nausea is too great a risk. Retching might
start you hemorrhaging again."."Yeah, but I've been thinking about that. If he feels some kind of responsibility ... then why did he ever represent
Cain in the first place?".In all the many ways things are, across the infinity of worlds and all Creation, Barty believed that no woman existed whose
beauty exceeded hers or whose heart was better..Writing came with reading, and in a notebook, he began to make entries about points of interest in
the stories that he enjoyed. His Diary of a Book Reader, as he titled it, fascinated Agnes, who read it with his permission; these notes to himself
were enthusiastic, earnest, and charming-but literally month by month, Agnes noticed that they grew less naive, more complex, more
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contemplative..WITH A CRASH as loud as the dire crack of heaven opening on Judgment Day, the Ford pickup broadsided the Pontiac. Agnes
couldn't hear the first fraction of her scream, and not much of the rest of it, either, as I.Although her hands were shaking and her knees felt as
though they might buckle, Agnes lifted two pies off the table..His wife, Dorothea, adored him, not least of all because he had taken in her
eighty-year-old mother and treated that elderly lady as though she were both a duchess and a saint. He was equally generous to the poor, burying
their dead at cost but with utmost dignity..The forger's crossed eyes glowed with reflected light from the screen. He licked his rubbery lips, and his
prominent Adam's apple bobbled: "Like to drain my pipes in that Faye Dunaway, huh?".Using a three-step folding stool, he was able to get near
enough to one of the vent plates in the living room to determine whether it might be the source of the song. just then the singing stopped..Still
relishing her little pretense of rejection, Victoria did not touch the rose. "What kind of woman do you think I am?".Even as the morning matured,
the fog and the rain conspired to bar all but a faint gray daylight from St. Mary's. Shadows flourished..The moment he had seen the building in
which Nolly maintained an office-an aged three-story brick structure in the North Beach district, a seedy strip club occupying the ground
floor-Junior knew he'd found the breed of snoop he needed. The detective was at the top of six flights of narrow stairs-no elevator-at the end of a
dreary hallway with worn linoleum and with walls mottled by stains of an origin best left unconsidered. The air smelled of cheap disinfectant, stale
cigarette smoke, stale beer, and dead hopes.."I wouldn't just whack anyone, not even a worm bucket like Cain, any more than I would commit
suicide. Remember, I believe in eternal consequences.".This was a California live oak, green even in winter, although its leaves were fewer now
than they would be in warmer seasons. The elaborate branch structure, reflected around him, was an exquisite and harmonious maze overlaying a
mosaic of sunlight green on grass, and something in its patterns suddenly touched him, moved him, seized his imagination. He felt as if he were
balanced on the brink of an astonishing insight..Occasionally he woke in the night and heard himself murmuring the mantra aloud, which
apparently he had been repeating ceaselessly in his sleep. "Find the father, kill the son." In April, Junior discovered three Bartholomews.
Investigating these targets, prepared to commit homicide, he learned that none had a son named Bartholomew or had ever adopted a
child..Although she was aware that these extraordinary events would shape the rest of her life, beginning with her actions in the hours immediately
ahead of her, she could not clearly see what she ought to do next. At the core of her confusion was a conflict of mind and heart, reason and faith,
but also a battle between desire and duty. Until she was
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